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Windows Server 2016 –

The cloud-ready operating system

Feature Comparison Summary

Thanks to cloud technology, the rate of change is faster 

than ever before, putting more pressure on IT. 

Organizations demand increased security, efficiency, and 

innovation, and Windows Server 2016 delivers. Windows 

Server 2016 is the cloud-ready operating system that 

supports your current workloads while introducing new 

technologies that make it easy to transition to cloud 

computing when you are ready. 

How to use this comparison guide

Use this guide to compare specific features of 

Windows Server versions to understand the 

differences between the version you are running 

today and the latest version available from 

Microsoft. 



Security is a top priority for IT teams. New threats have made it harder than ever for IT to secure data 

and applications. Windows Server 2016 gives you new capabilities to help prevent attacks and detect 

suspicious activity, with features to control privileged access, protect virtual machines, and harden the 

platform against emerging threats



Datacenter operations seem to earn more scrutiny than budget these days. New applications 

stretch the operational fabric and create infrastructure backlogs that can slow business. IT organizations 

are expected to do more with less, but an aging infrastructure with little automation becomes a 

hindrance to moving forward. As organizations look beyond server virtualization for more efficiency, 

they can use Windows Server 2016 capabilities to meet operational and security challenges, freeing up IT 

resources to plan and innovate on future solutions that drive business success.





Use Windows Server 2016 to deliver new ways to deploy and run the applications that can help you 

win, keep, and engage customers, whether on-premises or in Microsoft Azure. The cloud makes 

application innovation easier than ever. Now you can create new applications using containers, Nano 

Server, and microservices. For organizations that continue to run existing client-server applications, 

Windows Server 2016 is a great option as well.
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Take the next step. Learn more at www.Microsoft.com/WindowsServer2016

http://www.microsoft.com/WindowsServer2016

